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Thank you to everyone that 
helped make this year’s 
University of Virginia 
MACLAS conference a 
success! In the end I am 
pleased to report that there 
were over 90 separate paper 
presentations on 28 panels!  
The diversity of research 
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shown at MARLAS continues 
to astound.  The upcoming 
2018 conference at the 
Muhlenberg College promises 
to be just as exciting.  We are 
looking forward to seeing 
everyone and learning more 
about your research   

Nam in justo: Id dolor fringilla malesuada. 
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See you in Allentown, PA! 
 

MACLAS 2018 ö March 8-10 
Muhlenberg College,  
Allentown, PA 
 

See Lehigh Valley activities in this newsletter 
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At the 2017 University of Virginia Conference, Ivani 
Vassoler and Jeff Pugh launched the first issue of the 
Middle Atlantic Review of Latin American Studies at the 
business luncheon. They shared with us the efforts of the 
editorial board in soliciting articles are reviewers and the 
fact that MARLAS is hosted  by the Latin American 
Studies Association.   They announced that they are 
looking forward to having two issues a year and thanked 
everyone who helped participate in the process.  We are 
excited to have MARLAS up and running to give 
presenters at our conferences places to publish their 
work.   

We are also pleased to announce a new Book Review 
Editor, Greg Schlonka., assistant professor of Modern 
Languages at Louisiana Tech University 

Middle Atlantic Review of Latin American Studies 

Vice President - Kathleen Cunniffe Peña 
 

Kathleen, center, and her committee 
at Temple 

Kathleen successfully 
defended her dissertation, 
“Irlandés in the Americas: 
Irish Themes and Affinities 
in Contemporary Spanish 
American Narrative” on 
March 31, 2017 in Temple 
University’s Department of 
Spanish and Portuguese.  

 

www.marlasjournal.com 
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Froelich Grant Winners, Patricia Rodriguez and 
Marian Malamud 

Continued… 

Patricia	Rodriguez:	The	oral	history/media	project	‘En	el	Camino	a	la	Minga	Global’	which	received	

support	from	MACLAS’	2017	Froelich	research	grant,	grew	out	of	conversations	with	social	movement	

leaders	from	Colombia	and	in	community	dialogues	with	anti-militarization/war	and	environmental	

activists	in	Ithaca,	NY.	The	Central	New	York	CNY-Cajibío	Sister	Communities	(a	local	chapter	of	the	national	

Colombia	Support	Network)	have	for	the	last	twelve	years	built	a	solidarity	relationship	centered	on	a	

foundation	of	grassroots	resistance	to	corporate	and	state	control	of	space,	territories,	and	resources.	The	

desire	to	share	the	work	that	different	movements	are	doing	in	CNY	and	in	Colombia	beyond	our	sister	

community	led	us	to	want	to	draw	deeper	connections	among	the	resistances:	what	can	we	learn	from	one	

another	in	the	strategies	undertaken	to	fight	against	the	ever-expanding	militarization	of	territories	and	

neocolonialism,	and	resource	extractivism?	Highlighting	the	political	significance	of	local	level	struggles,	

with	their	national,	global	and	transnational	level	impacts	is	a	goal	of	the	project,	told	via	the	voices	of	

those	doing	activism	at	these	different	levels.	The	interviews,	photos,	videos,	and	articles	put	up	on	the	

website	(caminominga.com)	generate	conversations	between	activists	in	Latin	America,	and	in	the	U.S.,	for	

a	fuller	grasp	of	the	collective	fights	we	all	insist	on.	The	grant	helped	support	the	construction	of	the	

website,	and	translations	of	interviews. 

 

Things to do in the Leigh Valley 

http://www.mcall.com/entertainment/insider/mc-50-things-insiders-guide-20160604-story.html 

The Link below offers a 
wonderful article to the 

activities in the Leigh Valley.  
This year we are lucky enough 

to know the dates of the 
conference far in advance 

allowing for excellent planning 
for a long weekend or spring 
get away to the Allentown, 

Easton, Bethlehem (ABE) area.  
Everyone at MACLAS hopes 

that you can and will enjoy the 
many activities and adventures 
of the beautiful Leigh Valley! 
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Mariana	Malamud:	Thanks	to	the	grant	I	was	able	to	donate	new	valuable	books	concerning	
structural	 violence	 and	 environmental	 policy	 in	 Latin	 America	 to	 the	 Gino	 Germani	 Research	

Institute	 (IIGG)	 at	 the	 University	 of	 Buenos	 Aires.	 The	 IIGG	 is	 a	 preeminent	 public	 research	

institute	in	social	sciences	that	hosts	more	than	200	research	projects	and	promotes	open	access	

to	scientific	expertise	with	16	online	scholarly	journals	and	a	substantial	library.	

My	 research	 project	 is	 an	 empirical	 approach	 of	 the	 connection	 between	 climate	 fragility	 and	

intergroup	 violence	 in	 the	 Amazon	 basin.	 I	 argue	 that	 there	 are	 two	 possible	 ideal-types	 of	

covariation:	 first,	 environmental	 degradation	 can	 increase	 the	 struggle	 for	 the	 control	 of	

remaining	natural	resources	in	polarized	societies	highly	dependable	on	a	few	commodities	with	

an	extensive	resource	availability	and	a	lingering	political	instability;	and	second,	in	such	contexts,	

temperature	increase	and	erratic	climatic	events	can	become	a	relevant	factor	in	the	emergence	

or	endurance	of	internal	conflicts.	The	sample	is	based	in	the	study	of	the	parallel	illicit	economy	

in	Colombia	and	Peru	to	understand	how	some	power	relations	are	configured	around	territorial	

control.	

By	the	end	of	the	year	my	plan	is	to	exhibit	the	results	at	the	XXXI	ALAS	Conference	in	Montevideo	

organized	by	the	Latin	American	Sociological	Association	and	to	collaborate	with	a	scholarly	article	

in	the	next	MARLAS.	 

Mariana Malamud at the Gino Germani Library 
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Accomplishments 

Making Citizens in 
Argentina  

(Pitt Latin 
American Series) 

June 2017  

 by  

Benjamin Bryce and 
David M. K. Sheinin  

Accomplishments 

Exile, Diaspora, and Return 

(Oxford University Press)  

September 2017 

by   

Luis Roniger, Leonardo 
Senkman, Saúl Sosnowski, 

and Mario Sznajder 
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OFFICERS	

PRESIDENT:	Bridget	María	
Chesterton,	SUNY	Buffalo	State	

Vice-President,	Kathleen	Cunniffe	
Peña,	Temple	University	
	
TREASURER:	Brian	Turner,	Randolph-
Macon	College	

SECRETARY:	Mirna	Trauger,	
Muhlehnberg		College		

PAST	PRESIDENT:	Michael	
Schroeder,	Lebanon	Valley	College		

 
Luis	Roniger	(2018),	Wake	Forest	University	

Gerardo	T.	Cummings	(2019),	Onondaga	
Community	College	

	Silvia	M.	Peart	(2019),	United	States	Naval	
Academy		

James	F.	Siekmeier	(2019),	West	Virginia	
University		

Ana	Moraña,	(2020),	Shippensburg	University	

Carlos	Mamani	(2020),	Gannon	University	

Awards and Prizes for Graduates and Undergraduates 

J U A N  E S P A D A S  P R I Z E  

For best paper submitted to the MACLAS 2017 conference by an undergraduate student. Deadline: Oct. 14, 

2014.  Papers should be emailed to each of the committee members listed below.  The title of the prize should be 

included in the subject line, and the name of the student and institutional affiliation should be included in the body 

of the email.  Deadline: October 14, 2017. 

•  Bridget Maria Chesterton, Buffalo State, chestebm@buffalostate.edu 

• Gloria Bodtorf Clark, Penn State University, gbc3@psu.edu 

• Meghan McInnis-Dominguez, University of Delaware, mmd@udel.edu 

J O H N  D .  M A R T Z  I I I  P R I Z E  

For best paper submitted to the MACLAS 2017 conference by a graduate student.  Submissions must be a final, 

polished version of the presented conference paper, and should include the appropriate citation styles for that discipline 

(MLA, APA, Chicago).   Papers should be emailed to each of the committee members listed below.  The title of the 

prize should be included in the subject line, and the name of the student and institutional affiliation should be included 

in the body of the email.  Deadline: October 14, 2017. 

•  Melixa Abad-Izquierdo, SUNY Farmingdale, izquiem@farmingdale.edu 

• James Siekmeier, West Virginia University, James.Siekmeier@mail.wvu.edu 
• Mirna Trauger, Muhlenberg College, trauger@muhlenberg.edu 


