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Submit your proposals now! 
Our annual conference will take place from March 9-10, 
2018 at Muhlenberg College in Allentown, Pennsylvania. 
See our Call for Papers inside this newsletter! 
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MARLAS Updates 
Updates on the editorial board, and when to expect our 
next issue. 
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Message from the President 
by Bridget Maria Chesterton (2017-2018) 

I am thrilled that this year’s conference will be at Muhlenberg College in 
Allentown, PA.  It has been a long time in the making and we are looking 
forward to a wonderful event.  I have had a lot of help planning, not only with 
the Executive Committee, but also with the wonderful representatives at 
Muhlenberg College: Joan Marx, Mirna Trauger, and Rita Chesterton (my 
sister).  The theme of this year’s conference is Changing Climates in the 
Americas, a theme that fits well with the tumultuous times. A full call for 
papers can be found on page 2 of  this newsletter. 
 
Being president (and acting president of MACLAS) for 10 months has been a 
wonderful experience.  I have had the opportunity to get to know many of 
the members of this organization better, either at our conference at the 
University of Virginia in March 2017 or through email.  I have had a wonderful 
time responding to your questions about how to join and how to become 
more actively involved in our organization.  I encourage everyone to become 
a leader in MACLAS either through serving on a committee, joining the EC, 
coming to the conference, or encouraging your friends, colleagues, and 
graduate students to join.  Please do not ever hesitate to contact me about 
any issues or concerns with MACLAS at chestebm@buffalostate.edu.  
  
Thank you. 
 

mailto:chestebm@buffalostate.edu
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Call for Papers 
CHANGING CLIMATES IN THE AMERICAS 
Muhlenberg College, Allentown PA  

March 9-10, 2018 

Throughout Latin America shifting climates of all kinds have become entwined in unpredictable ways. Not only 
geophysical, but also political and cultural climates, along with financial ones - including neoliberal imperatives 
and public corruption - are sparking popular demands for state accountability. New media strategies and 
longstanding struggles over national identities, sovereignties, and rights of citizenship have resulted in a rise of 
populist governments. Additionally, ethnic, racial, and sexual and gender identities are altering and fracturing 
traditional centers of power.  

This year’s conference offers participants an opportunity to critically engage with the theme of changing 
climates of all kinds, from a historical or contemporary perspective across Latin America. We encourage 
submissions that address this year’s theme, and also welcome paper and panel proposals dealing with all other 
aspects of Latin America, as well as proposals for workshops that inform faculty and students on practical issues 
such as study abroad programs in Latin America, academic publishing, and effective pedagogical techniques. 

 

Submit a proposal for MACLAS 2018 

Proposals are due by Friday, January 5, 2018.  To submit, go to https://maclas2018.exordo.com. You will need 
to supply: 
 

• Title of individual paper, panel, or workshop (specify which); 

• Your name (panel and workshop proposals must include the names and paper titles of all presenters); 

• Your institution and position (faculty, graduate or undergraduate student, other); and 

• A 250-word abstract in English or Spanish. 

Applicants will be informed on a rolling basis (no later than January 26, 2018) whether their proposals have been 
accepted. 

Conference registration fees are $125 for the full conference or $75 for one day if submitted by January 31st.  
After this date, the fees are $175 for the full conference or $100 for one day.  In order to appear on the program, 
conference participants must be current members of MACLAS.  Annual dues range from $10–$35, depending on 
professional status and income. 

Graduate students are encouraged to submit applications to the Christina Turner travel grant before the 
deadline of January 26, 2018. These modest awards will help students with registration and travel fees. To be 
considered, please send your title and abstract, current CV, and travel budget to Bridget Chesterton, Chair of 
the Turner Awards, at chestebm@buffalostate.edu. Please use “Turner Award” in the subject line. Funds will be 
distributed at the 2018 conference at Muhlenberg College and awardees must be in attendance to receive funds. 

 

https://maclas2018.exordo.com/
mailto:chestebm@buffalostate.edu
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Inviting Grant Proposals for the Władysław Maryan 
Froelich Research Grant 

Call for Submissions: Davis and Whitaker Prizes 
Deadlines for the Harold Eugene Davis Prize and the Arthur P. Whitaker Prize 

Please consider applying for the Middle Atlantic Council of Latin American Studies (MACLAS) Władysław Maryan Froelich 
Research Grant. 
 
MACLAS awards the Froelich Grant of up to $500 to faculty, professionals, and independent scholars who are members of 
MACLAS to carry out research or creative projects on any facet of Latin American culture, politics or society. Up to two grants 
are made each year. 
 
All applicants wishing to be considered should send their CV, 2-page project proposal, and a cover letter containing the name 
and institutional affiliation (if any) of the applicant as a pdf file to Brian Turner (bturner@rmc.edu) by January 4, 2018. 

The proposal should include: 

• Information about plans to disseminate the results of the project to MACLAS members through a MACLAS conference 
presentation, report in the MACLAS Newsletter and/or submission for publication review to the Middle Atlantic Review 
of Latin American Studies (MARLAS).  

• Budget 
• Report of other funding sources already secured, to show that a Froelich Grant will in fact cover unmet expenses. 

 
To see a list of past winners and their projects, visit the MACLAS website at www.maclas.org.  

The Harold Eugene Davis Prize is awarded each year for the best book chapter or article published in the previous 
two years by a MACLAS member in good standing for the past two years. Submissions are due by December 20, 
2017. Send submissions electronically to each of the three committee members:  

• Michael Schroeder, Chair (Lebanon Valley College): schroede@lvc.edu   
• León Arredondo (West Chester University): larredondo@wcupa.edu  
• Ivette Guzmán-Zavala (Lebanon Valley College): guzman@lvc.edu  

The Arthur P. Whitaker Prize is awarded each year for the best book published in the previous two years by a 
MACLAS member in good standing for the past two years. Submissions due by December 20, 2017. Send one copy 
of the book to each of the three committee members, listed below. Questions can be addressed to the chair by 
email.  

• Kathleen Cunniffe Peña, Chair (Wilson College): kathleencunniffepena@wilson.edu 
• Luis Roniger (Wake Forest University): ronigerl@wfu.edu  
• Gerardo Luis-Cummings (SUNY Onondaga): gerardocummings@yahoo.com  

mailto:bturner@rmc.edu
http://www.maclas.org/
mailto:schroede@lvc.edu
mailto:larredondo@wcupa.edu
mailto:guzman@lvc.edu
mailto:kathleencunniffepena@wilson.edu
mailto:ronigerl@wfu.edu
mailto:gerardocummings@yahoo.com
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MACLAS EC members met at Muhlenberg 
College on October 14, both virtually and in 
person, to discuss the upcoming spring 
conference and other organizational matters. 

 

  

Job and Conference Opportunities 

Member 
Publications 
Silvia Peart (2017). “L2 Reading: Strategies 
and Gender Preferences in the Foreign 
Language Classroom.” Lenguaje y Textos 
45: 17-27. 

D. Waldvogel and Silvia Peart. “Foreign 
Language Education and National Security: 
The States of Foreign Language Education in 
the U. S. Military.” Accepted to be published 
in Journal of Culture, Language and 

International Security. Vol. 3, issue 2, pages 
TBD. 

Jeffrey D. Pugh. "Universal Citizenship 
through the Discourse and Policy of Rafael 
Correa." Latin American Politics and 
Society 59, no. 3 (Fall 2017): 98-121. 

Luis Roniger, Leonardo Senkman, Saúl 
Sosnowski, and Mario Sznajder.  Exile, 
Diaspora and Return. Oxford University 
Press, 2017. 

Benjamin Bryce and David Sheinin. Making 
Citizens in Argentina. University of 
Pittsburgh Press, 2017. 

Ivani Vassoler, Editor. Reducing Latin 
America’s Democratic Deficit from an Urban 
Perspective: Citizens, City Governments and 
the Limits of Change. Scholars’ Press, 2017. 

 

Member News 

MACLAS President Bridget Maria 
Chesterton has been promoted to Professor 
at SUNY Buffalo State College. 

Having recently completed her PhD, 
Kathleen Cunniffe Peña is now a full-time 
Lecturer in Spanish in the Global Studies 
Division of Wilson College (Chambersburg, 
Pennsylvania). 

Mirna Trauger (Muhlenberg College) will be 
presenting a paper titled “Student Success 
Through Universal Design in Post-Secondary 
L2 Education” at ACTFL in Nashville this 
November. 

 

 

University of Scranton: Tenure-track position in Spanish 

Department of World Languages and Cultures is accepting applications for a tenure-track 
Assistant Professor of Spanish to start in the Fall of 2018. The position entails teaching 
classes in Spanish (including language, literature, and culture) at all levels of the 
undergraduate curriculum. Applications should be submitted by November 15, 2017. 

Middlebury College: Tenure-track position in Caribbean, Central American and/or 
Mexican Studies 

The Department of Spanish and Portuguese at Middlebury College invites applications for a 
fulltime, tenure-track position in Spanish at the level of Assistant Professor. Middlebury 
seeks a specialist in Caribbean, Central American, and/or Mexican studies. Candidates must 
also have the demonstrable ability to work across two or more US Latinx populations in their 
research and/or teaching. The area of scholarly expertise is open, but candidates working in 
Art History, Digital Humanities, History, Linguistics, Music and Sound Studies, or Visual 
Culture are especially encouraged to apply. Areas of theoretical interest for this position 
include, but are not limited to, border studies, critical race theory, environmental 
humanities, feminist theory, postcolonial studies, and queer studies. The deadline for 
submissions is November 12, 2017. 

Call for Papers: Edited Volume on The Films of Pablo Larraín 

The Films of Pablo Larraín will be one of the scholarly editions to be published by the 
University of Edinburgh Press in the ReFocus series on international directors. Series editors 
are Robert Singer, PhD and Gary D. Rhodes, PhD. Submissions: We invite proposals of 
approximately 300 words, and a 100-word author biography. The deadline for abstract 
submissions is November 30, 2017. Please send your proposals to laurahatry@gmail.com. 
We welcome initial email enquiries to discuss possible proposals. Essays included in the 
refereed anthology will be approximately 6000-8,000 words including endnotes, in English, 
referenced in Chicago style. The incorporation of grabs/stills/shots (TIFF or JPG; 300+ dpi) is 
encouraged. Accepted contributors are expected to submit their full chapters by May 1, 
2018. 

 

 

 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/laps.12028/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/laps.12028/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/laps.12028/full
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Last summer, many MACLAS members were saddened by the death of Virginia Bouvier. Ginny was 
elected and served on the MACLAS Executive Committee, and gave the keynote speech at our 2009 

conference at William and Mary College. Former MACLAS President Jeff Pugh had these words to share: 
“The world has lost a powerful voice for peace. Her contribution to the peace process in Colombia was a 
critical support for those who worked to end the conflict. I am grateful to have known her personally, as 
she was a warm-hearted, thoughtful, genuine person, whose lifetime of fighting for justice, peace, and 

gender empowerment as an activist and scholar in WOLA, USIP, and other organizations certainly made 
the world a better place.” Ginny was the senior advisor for peace processes at the U.S. Institute for Peace. 
Just days before her passing, Ginny was honored on the floor of Congress by Representative McGovern.  

(Photo courtesy of the U.S. Institute for Peace) 

 

 

Updates from MARLAS 
From Managing Editor Ivani Vassoler 
 

 
In recent months, The Middle Atlantic Review of Latin American Studies has welcomed several new members to its editorial board: 

• Greg Schelonka (Louisiana Tech University), Book Review Editor 
• Allistair Hattingh (Muskingum University), Editorial Board Member 
• Taylor Doherty (University of Massachusetts), Editorial Assistant 

The next issue is expected to release in December, 2017. MARLAS is an interdisciplinary, peer reviewed, open access online 
journal focusing on the dissemination of scholarly work about Latin America and the Caribbean. The editors also welcome 
submissions focusing on relations among Latin American and Caribbean countries and with other states and regions of the world. 
The journal publishes scholarly articles, essays, research notes, book reviews, and periodic special issues examining specific topics 
in Latin American Studies. MARLAS accepts submissions in English, Spanish and Portuguese. For more information, please visit 
www.marlasjournal.com.  

Follow MARLAS on Twitter @MARLASjournal 

 Like/Follow MARLAS on Facebook @MARLASjournal  

In Memoriam: Ginny Bouvier 
November 9, 1958-July 29, 2017 
 

 

http://www.marlasjournal.com/
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The Middle Atlantic Council of Latin American Studies is comprised of 
scholars, researchers, teachers, students, and interested professionals 
in all disciplines and pursuits from the region comprised of Delaware, 
Maryland, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Virginia, West 
Virginia and the District of Columbia. MACLAS has as its objectives 
promoting and developing interest in Latin American Studies and 
affairs. The organization was founded in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania in 
1979. The MACLAS newsletter is published three times a year.  

 

MEMBERS 

Luis Roniger (2018), Wake Forest 
University 

Gerardo T. Cummings (2019), SUNY 
Onondaga Community College 

Silvia M. Peart (2019), United States 
Naval Academy 

James F. Siekmeier (2019), West 
Virginia University 

Ana Moraña (2020), Shippensburg 
University 

Carlos Mamani (2020), Gannon 
University 

 

MACLAS Executive Council  

2017-2018 

 

OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT: Bridget Maria Chesterton, 
SUNY Buffalo 

VICE PRESIDENT: Kathleen Cunniffe 
Peña, Wilson College 

TREASURER: Brian Turner, Randolph-
Macon College 

SECRETARY: Mirna Trauger, 
Muhlenberg College 

 

PAST PRESIDENT 

Michael Schroeder, Lebanon Valley 
College 

 

 

http://www.maclas.org/

