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Globalization and Well Being in Latin America

March 18-19, 2011

University of Pittsburgh

Brazil is booming.  Soon to host the World Cup of Football in 2014 and the Olympics two years later, the country boasts some 30 million people added to the ranks of the middle class over the past decade.  That statistic is often linked to what middle classes have long tied to notions of well-being in wealthy nations -- the ability to buy consumer goods, to own a home, and to hold down a well-paying job with benefits.  A globalized Brazil, whose economy is expected by many to grow by as much as 7% in 2010 (while equivalent North American and European numbers remain in the doldrums), has been touted as the leading edge of a modernizing, consuming, even wealthy new Latin America -- "nobody's backyard" anymore according to a September 2010 cover piece in The Economist magazine.  At the same time, there is ongoing evidence of globalization's ills and the persistent crises in health, poverty, and governance.  Journalists under threat warn of the danger of a failed state in Mexico as a violent drug economy grows exponentially.  El Alto, Bolivia is one of many sprawling new cities in the Americas that reflects both new and old problems associated with rapid urbanization.  And extreme crisis in Haiti often seems without end.  Has globalization brought well-being to the region?

The program committee invites faculty, students, and practitioners to submit individual paper and panel proposals that are particularly concerned with the problem of globalization and well-being in Latin America.  At the same time, papers dealing with other aspects of Latin American Studies are very welcome.  Additionally, organizers will consider a limited number of workshop proposals on such questions as study abroad, academic publishing, and teaching methods, among others. 

Please submit a 250-word abstract for individual papers or complete panel proposals (250-word abstracts for each of four papers) in English, Spanish, or Portuguese to maclas2011.proposals@gmail.com by 31 December 2010.  Please include a title, your name (all names of panel/workshop participants if relevant), your institution, and your role (faculty, student, other). Presentations should be 15-20 minutes in length.

MACLAS offers prizes for the best undergraduate and graduate papers, as well as prizes for the best book, and article published by a member in 2009-2010.  Please see the website (www.maclas.org) for details and deadlines.

***********************************

 Funding Opportunities for Conference Participants

The University of Pittsburgh Center for Latin American Studies Travel Awards

Conference participants are eligible for a number of competitive travel grants offered by the University of Pittsburgh. In order to be considered for the grant, applicants must a) submit an abstract (on Dec 31, 2010 as indicated above); b) Submit the paper on Feb 16 or by Feb 16 show promise that the paper will be done by the time of the conference; c) Grantees are expected to have a complete manuscript by March 18. Submit materials to vassoler.maclas@gmail.com
The Christina Turner Travel Awards
 The Turner Awards are made available to Graduate Students each year to subsidize a portion of the travel expenses to the annual MACLAS conference. To be considered, please submit your proposal on Dec 31, and then your paper plus statement of need and budget details no later than February 16, 2010 to vassoler.maclas@gmail.com 

Check in frequently at www.maclas.org for conference updates.  Please email vassoler.maclas@gmail.com  with any questions.

